DISTILLATIONS

USING STORIES FROM SCIENCE'S PAST TO UNDERSTAND OUR WORLD

Poison Pill: The Mysterious Die-Off of
India’s Vultures

India’s vultures have been driven to the brink of extinction in a matter of
decades. Their loss threatens the well-being of the country’s human
population.
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Read the article >>

San Francisco’s Plague Years

As officials spread disinformation, a deadly epidemic edged its way into the
United States.

Read the article >>
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Science on TV: An Interview with Ingrid
Ockert

Historian of science and media Ingrid Ockert discusses the exact moment Carl
Sagan began wearing turtlenecks, how NOVA changed television, and the key
to any successful show: respect the audience.

Listen to the podcast >>
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Distilled #9: Lovely Ladies Sell
Instruments

Why are these stylish women posing with scientific instruments? Instrument
makers in the 1960s used “lovely ladies” to sell their wares, an advertising ploy
that’s still around today.

Watch the video >>
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Harvey Wiley’s Fierce Pursuit of Food
Safety

Science writer Deborah Blum chronicles one chemist’s fight to bring order to a
lawless food industry.

Read the book review >>
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Stradivari and the Search Synthetic Threads
for Brilliance

Synthetic fibers not only changed the
fashion industry; they changed how
women lived their lives.

Can science tell us what makes a
Stradivarius so special?

Read the article >> Read the article >>
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