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Halloween decorations may attract wildlife 

Homeowners, businesses asked to help keep wildlife wild 
  

 

  
PHOENIX — Halloween is on the horizon and soon those carefully carved 
pumpkins sitting outside may be attracting some unwanted trick-or-treaters: 
hungry wildlife looking for an easy meal. 
 
As such, the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) reminds area 
residents to be aware that Halloween pumpkins and other fall decorations, such 
as gourds or squash, can attract wildlife when displayed outdoors. 
 
AZGFD recommends that jack-o-lanterns, uncarved pumpkins and cornucopias 
be displayed indoors on window sills so they can be seen from outside if 
desired, and discarded securely to help prevent encounters with foraging 
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wildlife. 
 
“Pumpkins and other edible decorations are easy meals for wildlife and often 
attract javelina, coyotes, deer and even bears,” said Darren Julian, AZGFD 
urban wildlife specialist. “Habituating wildlife to human food sources can lead to 
property damage and potentially cause conflicts resulting in serious injuries to 
people or pets. That is why it is important to help keep wildlife wild.” 
 
Additionally, unintentional or intentional feeding can cause problems for wildlife, 
such as obesity and malnutrition, and promote the spread of disease. 
 
The public is reminded that it is illegal under state law (A.R.S. 13-2927) to feed 
wildlife in Pima, Maricopa and Pinal counties, with the exception of birds as well 
as tree squirrels, which are rare at lower elevations.  
 
Other wildlife may eat bird seed, so birds are best fed only in an enclosed yard, 
preferably from a bird feeder. A tray can be attached beneath a feeder to catch 
spillover seed. Seed blocks should be placed in an enclosed area or on a secure 
raised platform. 
 
For tips on minimizing conflicts with wildlife, see www.azgfd.gov/urbanwildlife. 

  
  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department conserves and protects Arizona’s 800+ wildlife 
species but receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars. Contribute to our on-the-ground 
conservation efforts at www.AzWildlifeHero.com.  

  
 
 
  

  
  

  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 
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