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AZGFD: Monsoon moisture brings increased 
exposure to insect-borne diseases 

  
  

PHOENIX — Weather forecasts show that a resurgence of Arizona’s monsoon 
is on the horizon and while badly needed moisture may be on the increase, so 
will the possibility of insect-borne diseases that can impact people, pets and 
wildlife. 
 
Earlier this month a dead prairie dog tested positive for plague in Coconino 
County and Maricopa County Vector Control officials detected West Nile and St. 
Louis encephalitis viruses in mosquito pools. Another disease not uncommon 
during summer months is tularemia, a infection that can be transmitted to 
humans. 
 
“These diseases can have a devastating impact on Arizona’s wildlife, causing 
die-offs in rabbits, rodents, squirrels and prairie dogs,” said Anne Justice-Allen, 
Arizona Game and Fish Department wildlife veterinarian. “People should also be 
mindful that infected fleas and mosquitoes can also be a risk to domesticated 
pets. When you’re outside - and especially early in the morning and evening - 
take protective measures such as wearing long pants, long sleeves and apply 
mosquito repellent.” 
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AZGFD advises the public to avoid any potentially deceased animals they come 
across and to report any incidents where there are more than one animal of the 
same species found dead within the same general vicinity. Such incidents can 
be reported to the nearest AZGFD regional office or by calling the department 
radio room at (623) 236-7201. 
 
Plague is carried by infected fleas, which spread the disease through host 
animals. While prairie dogs are host to fleas, the fleas can survive in the burrow 
after their host dies and attach themselves to the next host that comes along, 
which may or may not be another prairie dog. 
 
Badgers, coyotes and foxes are also host to fleas and may contribute to the 
spread of an outbreak because they travel further distances. Those in areas 
where plague and/or rodents are known to be present are urged to take the 
following precautions to reduce their risk of exposure: 

• Do not handle sick or dead animals. 
• Prevent pets from roaming loose. Pets can pick up the infected fleas. 

De-flea pets routinely. Contact your veterinarian for specific 
recommendations. 

• Avoid rodent burrows and fleas. 
• Use insect repellents when visiting or working in areas where plague 

might be active or rodents might be present (campers, hikers, 
woodcutters and hunters). 

• Wear rubber gloves and other protection when cleaning and skinning 
wild animals. 

• Do not camp next to rodent burrows and avoid sleeping directly on the 
ground. 

• In case of illness see your physician immediately as treatment with 
antibiotics is very effective. 

More information is available at https://www.cdc.gov/plague/. 
  

 
 

  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department conserves and protects Arizona’s 800+ wildlife 
species but receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars. Contribute to our on-the-ground 
conservation efforts at www.AzWildlifeHero.com.  
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  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 

  

  

  
Arizona Game & Fish Dept. · 5000 W. Carefree Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85086 

(602) 942-3000 · www.azgfd.gov 
  

         
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVb4-2FsCDYjV7wDPIq-2BGSQAp8-3D_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjN06RoxNd66ynYenhl-2BhTC4oSTITJMHrqk-2BfX7ZZQFf7Er122oEIQmfRkwc0FiytcuuRVNm9hNDqHjiYBVHl133Vowme8UjxLx4fEaL-2FO-2FlTUhVYPm6q-2B1bVBxytS-2FD4phsfo5-2F-2Bp0sjVmOz0n9tjBy-2Ferd-2BUq8NWuUcMOZxhTPkteR5sxJ1p-2BFQ0CE3dMVGyoZ7iArL3zwwkgdmMFzZth-2B3pKF2trBQp2C3mVukVzPGwdV6O83yghQE4-2FFQUiYIC7
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVa50X1PnwDNfKCQFkFLWlXOFyEUof49FcVFDc0h3kO5p_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjN06RoxNd66ynYenhl-2BhTC4oSTITJMHrqk-2BfX7ZZQFf7Er122oEIQmfRkwc0FiytcuuRVNm9hNDqHjiYBVHl133eSj9XtSFshec-2BzydfTZ4aH0dEVn49L3z8uqifd5KHciIlOlhJ2bTdYFZf3RRWdKVEktP33NFTVNoNZPa7b7laHyvIQSToEk2u-2F18MBlwj-2FO1t9ZbM1KQeeg9a-2BgXd-2F-2BqCHNOkST8tCkaRvoQI6JzqMGSQdNmnkplK2nImRTb15Q
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVd-2F-2Fr76-2B2-2FxYAuHAaEzU39d3eW1h7KNyM6p7Zf-2FPFcSK_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjN06RoxNd66ynYenhl-2BhTC4oSTITJMHrqk-2BfX7ZZQFf7Er122oEIQmfRkwc0FiytcuuRVNm9hNDqHjiYBVHl133Rm9jUBh1K0YlfjffhcoOZKSILSDxwkQHRqDdIPTkel67uoRBai9QqL9hfOttlUYfw4md6IQfzU8sfJ05RcZXXMRF-2BrnZXOTku4QAFrVSj4K2HMXe2han1RGgGLGOwt2sDIHc-2F45uqEXv63zqhyYhoy22MygPaE7-2BvpXzzIQIcYq
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVYqe83pILiF4PeDBcGTqSMOVL5GGt1TiKil4p65VmNIj_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjN06RoxNd66ynYenhl-2BhTC4oSTITJMHrqk-2BfX7ZZQFf7Er122oEIQmfRkwc0FiytcuuRVNm9hNDqHjiYBVHl133YKQy2aRk3TRXzCV0dEJrlYMjEMnbfYCABXjc0lA6yPs5LR6apy-2FwIt1C1FMdxmzO1ghRMhNruw3oAnjU0QXvJak9trL1GEZpKGUA-2FpBX5yXf-2BsaVBQjHEmhGFtRZVNYoskss3UGmwly2q2UxJbA1DHcPOIMjZeVvGm3NhxVF3J-2F
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVUy6QYvmD9qXx3NFesVywYXm-2BiAhsySVkcemCE-2BwKAwX_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjN06RoxNd66ynYenhl-2BhTC4oSTITJMHrqk-2BfX7ZZQFf7Er122oEIQmfRkwc0FiytcuuRVNm9hNDqHjiYBVHl133bK-2FJij0TOQWHLxhnj0Idg4YUawNr3dsxYgmV81PCUMzTf8VL10abhl18gs3dt5rcxg3MnL4mksM59Np3qq3QLpqpoMz-2BIayQVlV-2FbDxYeEl7GQiMEPDGw4X-2FLSUUf-2FL-2BJOZzCzae1UjHCVF-2B1vRP6W3qk5OOgmG5Qg8-2BNr8qXay

