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When on your OHV: Buckle up!  

Every trip, every time 

  

 

  
If an off-highway vehicle (OHV), like a side-by-side, is equipped with seatbelts, 
the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) is urging the operator and all 
passengers to wear them. It’s a simple step, but one that could be lifesaving. 
  
AZGFD launched a campaign this summer with the goal of reaching as many 
people as possible with the important message: Buckle up! Every trip, every 
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time. 
  
“We want to save lives and prevent as many fatalities and injuries as possible,” 
said David Rigo, OHV coordinator for AZGFD. “Wearing a seatbelt while riding in 
a side-by-side is an easy step to take, but one that we unfortunately do not see 
people doing.” 
  
In 2017, there were numerous fatal accidents involving off-highway vehicles that 
had rolled over, pinning people underneath the machine. Wearing a seatbelt is 
critical because it will help keep the operator and any passengers inside the 
vehicle in the event of an accident. 
  
Additional key safety practices when operating an OHV include:  

• Wear a helmet. They’re required for all operators and passengers under 
the age of 18, but are strongly recommended for everyone. 

• Only carry the number of passengers recommended by the vehicle’s 
manufacturer. Many accidents are the result of people exceeding the 
manufacturer’s recommended carrying capacity. 

• Never ride alone, and always leave details about your trip (including 
who’s going, where you’re going and when you expect to return) with a 
friend or family member who can follow up to ensure everyone made it 
home safely. 

  
It’s also recommended that anyone operating or riding in an OHV take a safety 
education course that’s specifically designed to teach off-road motorists how to 
ride safely and responsibly. 
  
“Make it a habit that you buckle up every trip, every time you operate an OHV,” 
Rigo said. “We want everyone to enjoy Arizona’s outdoor recreation 
opportunities, but more importantly, we want to ensure they return home safe 
and ready for their next adventure.”  

  
  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department conserves and protects Arizona’s 800+ wildlife 
species but receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars. Contribute to our on-the-ground 
conservation efforts at www.AzWildlifeHero.com.  
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  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 
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