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Jaguar conservation continues at  

AZGFD despite tragic news 
Latest jaguar seen in U.S. found dead in Mexico 

  

 

The Northern Jaguar Project asked AZGFD for help in confirming the identity of a jaguar killed 
in Mexico. Our biologists compared photos of a cat that visited the Huachuca Mountains in 
2016 and 2017 to the photo of the jaguar pelt, and determined it was the same animal.   

  
PHOENIX - A photograph analyzed by the Arizona Game and Fish Department 
confirmed that the last jaguar to venture into Arizona was killed recently in 
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Mexico. 
 
A photo of a jaguar pelt, sent by the Northern Jaguar Project, was independently 
analyzed by six Arizona Game and Fish (AZGFD) biologists to see if the pelt’s 
spot patterns match photographs of a cat last seen in Arizona in May 2017. All 
six biologists concluded it was the same cat. 
 
“We are saddened to report that this was the so-called ‘Huachuca cat’ that was 
seen in Arizona in late 2016 and early 2017,” said Jim deVos, AZGFD assistant 
director of the Wildlife Management Division. “We still don’t know when, where 
or why it was taken, but it’s a loss we’re all feeling.” 
 
Like human fingerprints, every jaguar’s spots form unique patterns, and by 
isolating and reviewing photos of the spot patterns, AZGFD biologists were able 
to find exact matches between photos of the pelt and trail camera photos taken 
when the lone male jaguar crossed into the United States some 18 months ago. 
 
Jaguars are only occasional visitors to Arizona and no female jaguar has been 
seen in the U.S. since the 1960s. No jaguars are currently reported in Arizona, 
and according to deVos, there is little likelihood they could ever re-establish a 
presence here. 
 
“Historically, jaguars used the free-flowing rivers of southern Arizona as their 
migration corridors,” said deVos. “Today, those rivers are dry and home to 
increased human development. Even the Sky Island habitats are too fragmented 
to establish a jaguar population. Males may visit, but when they find no females 
here, they return to Mexico.” 
 
Arizona may now be too populous to provide good jaguar habitat, but AZGFD 
remains committed to helping conserve this important species. The Department 
works closely with Mexican scientists and wildlife officials throughout the 
Americas to collaborate, study and conserve jaguars populations. In fact, at the 
“International Jaguar and Wild Felines Symposium” last month in Cancun, 
Mexico, AZGFD was the only U.S. entity invited to attend. 
 
“Arizona is on the far northern edge of jaguar territory, and not many actually 
come here, but we still recognize jaguars as an important species that must be 
conserved and protected,” said deVos. 

  



 

AZGFD biologists looked closely at these jaguar spot patterns to determine all these photos 
were from the same animal. AZGFD continues to work closely with our international partners 
to conserve and recover jaguars. 

  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department conserves and protects Arizona’s 800+ wildlife 
species but receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars. Contribute to our on-the-ground 
conservation efforts at www.AzWildlifeHero.com.  

  
   

  
  

  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 
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