MEDIA ADVISORY

May 10, 2018
Arizona Game and Fish Department

Contact:
Nathan Gonzalez, Public Information Officer
(623) 236-7230, ngonzalez@azgfd.gov

Linda Hardwick, Phoenix Zoo director of communications
(602) 663-325
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What

Join biologists as they work to protect native turtles at the Phoenix Zoo
and Papago Park
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Did you know the turtles in the “moat” at the entrance of the Phoenix Zoo
undergo routine management to help protect native turtles and other aquatic
species in the area? Every year, it is estimated that hundreds of unwanted pet
turtles are released into this Papago Park pond and other community lakes by
their owners.

View video of the 2017 trapping

The first non-native species turtle trapping was held at the Phoenix Zoo in 1999.
Since then, more than 970 individual turtles, representing 19 species, have been
captured and nearly 580 have been removed. All female non-native turtles will
be removed from the pond and placed with the Turtle and Tortoise Preservation
Group to reduce population growth and keep from overcrowding.

This will help prevent non-native species from traveling to nearby waters where
they could out-compete, spread disease to or prey on native turtles and other
native aquatic wildlife. Non-native male and all other native turtle species found
at the pond will be returned to the water to continue to provide zoo visitors the
unique opportunity to view them from the bridge upon arrival. Turtles will be
trapped and measured, weighed, their sex determined, species verified and
marked for identification.

The event is held in conjunction with World Turtle Day on May 23, and is the
focus of an educator’s workshop, which provides professional development

through Game and Fish Department’s Focus Wild education program. World
Turtle Day aims to promote turtle conservation efforts.

When

Friday, May 18 to Sunday, May 20

Traps will be set between 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., and checked for turtles at noon
and 4 p.m. on Friday. Traps will be rechecked at 8 a.m., noon and 4 p.m. on

Saturday and Sunday. Trap checking takes approximately two hours

Where

Papago Park pond at the Phoenix Zoo entrance
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455 N. Galvin Parkway

Phoenix, AZ 85008

Contact
AZGFD PIO Nathan Gonzalez at (480) 290-2276
Phoenix Zoo Director of Communications Linda Hardwick at (602) 663-3254

Who

e Cristina Jones, Arizona Game and Fish Department turtles project
coordinator
e Bradley Poynter, Phoenix Zoo conservation and science manager

e Andy Reischmann, Phoenix Herpetological Society

Additional Information

In 2017, 22 turtles were caught during the trapping; 20 of those were red-eared
sliders (pond sliders), a common household pet. Many of the smaller turtles had
evidence of previous captivity, indicating they were most-likely intentionally
released by their owners.

Turtles will be live-trapped using fish as bait. This is a good opportunity for
families to watch wildlife management in action, and learn about responsible
turtle and small-pet ownership.

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s
Office as listed above.

Arizona Game & Fish Dept. - 5000 W. Carefree Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85086
(602) 942-3000 - www.azgfd.gov

- You
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