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AZGFD reminds residents not to feed wildlife  
Reminder for public to keep wildlife wild after javelinas  

bite residents in separate Sedona incidents 
  
  

SEDONA, Ariz. — The Game and Fish Department reminds everyone to stop 
feeding wildlife following two javelina attacks near Sedona last month. Both 
attacks were the result of people feeding javelina at their homes. 
 
On Feb. 5, Game and Fish received information that a 79-year-old woman was 
bitten by a javelina in a neighborhood southwest of Sedona. The attack occurred 
at around 4 p.m. at the woman’s residence, where she received severe bite 
wounds to her leg as she tried to stop the javelina from attacking her dogs. 
 
A responding Game and Fish wildlife officer confirmed the woman was 
intentionally feeding a herd of javelina at her home. The victim was treated in 
Sedona and released. 
 
The second incident occurred on Feb 25. The department received information 
that an elderly man was bitten by a javelina in Oak Creek Village as he was 
feeding a herd of javelina in his backyard. When food wasn’t provided quickly 
enough, one of the animals became aggressive and bit the man in the leg. He 
was treated at a local emergency room in Sedona and released. The victim has 
been going through the preventative rabies shot series. 
 
These incidents placed the department in a very difficult position where it had to 
act immediately and consequently contracted with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Wildlife Services to conduct lethal removal of the javelina within a 
quarter-mile radius of the victims’ residences. 
 
The decision to lethally remove the animals was based on the attacks, an 
imminent public safety threat created by intentional feeding, the habituation and 
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loss of fear to humans by the javelina, and a concern for possible rabies. A 
javelina tested positive for rabies in Sedona approximately eight months ago. 
 
“The Game and Fish department strongly discourages feeding wildlife other than 
birds and tree squirrels,” said Scott Poppenberger, Arizona Game and Fish 
Department Flagstaff regional supervisor. “Wildlife feeding frequently creates 
dangerous situations for both wildlife and people, often setting the stage for 
attacks.”  
 
As wildlife are fed by people, they lose their natural fear of humans and become 
dependent on unnatural food sources. Feeding places the person feeding, their 
neighbors and the wildlife at risk. 
 
The department is tasked with managing all wildlife in Arizona and working to 
ensure public safety. The department does not want to be in a position where it 
must decide to lethally remove wildlife due to irresponsible feeding so please 
help to keep wildlife wild. 
 
Animals removed by USDA Wildlife Services have been sent to a laboratory for 
rabies testing. To date, test results received have been negative, some results 
are still pending. 
 
To report unusual wildlife sightings or behavior call your local Arizona Game and 
Fish Department office or the appropriate county community health services 
department. For more information, visit www.azgfd.gov. 

  
  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars? We 
hold the state’s wildlife in trust for the public without a dime from Arizona taxpayers.  

  
   

  
  

  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 
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