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Chiricahua leopard frogs released to bolster 
endangered wild populations 

  

 

  
PHOENIX — Chiricahua leopard frogs received extra help getting the hop on 
avoiding extinction after 454 of the threatened species were recently released 
into restored habitat on the Clifton Ranger District on the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forest. 
 
The young frogs were released under a partnership between the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department (AGFD), Arizona Center for Nature Conservation (ACNC) - 
Phoenix Zoo, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Bureau of Land 
Management New Mexico (BLM), U.S. Forest Service (USFS), USDA 
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Agricultural Research Service Jornada Experimental Range (JER), Turner 
Endangered Species Fund and the New Mexico Game and Fish Department 
(NMGFD).  
 
Download b-roll here 
 
“This project is a huge success toward safeguarding this species for future 
generations,” said AGFD biologist Audrey Owens. “The Chiricahua leopard frog 
nearly vanished from eastern Arizona due to habitat degradation, but these 
dedicated agencies and local ranchers each worked collaboratively to help 
restore wetland habitats in 2016. This important work has given this animal a 
true fighting chance.”  
 
In May, AZGFD biologists, in coordination with the BLM, USFWS, USFS and 
NMGFD, transported leopard frog egg masses from one of Turner Enterprises’ 
ranches in south central N.M. and the BLM rearing facility in Las Cruces, N.M. to 
the ACNC - Phoenix Zoo. The zoo head-started the egg masses, which involves 
raising tadpoles from the collected egg masses in a predator-free environment, 
so that the juveniles can be released into the wild. 
 
The eggs produced tadpoles and ultimately hundreds of the small threatened 
frogs. 
 
“In the wild, approximately five percent or less of the eggs in a mass survives to 
metamorphosis,” said Stuart Wells, director of conservation and science with the 
ACNC -Phoenix Zoo. “With our head-starting program, as many as 90 percent of 
the hatched tadpoles survive to be released as juvenile frogs or late-stage 
tadpoles. Releasing a large number of animals back into a site greatly increases 
chances that more will survive to adulthood and reproduce, preserving valuable 
genes.” 
 
During the September release, AZGFD biologists placed juvenile the frogs into 
restored habitats on the Clifton Ranger District and more are expected to be 
released in spring to provide an additional boost to the wild populations.  
Over the years ACNC – Phoenix Zoo has provided more than 24,000 juvenile 
frogs and late-stage tadpoles for release into the wild in Arizona. 
 
This conservation story is a direct result of all of the partnerships involved over 
the years. The efforts are part of an established recovery plan for Chiricahua 
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leopard frogs, which are native to Arizona, New Mexico and Mexico. 
 
NOTE TO THE MEDIA: B-roll video is available for download here or by 
contacting PIO Nathan Gonzalez at (623) 236-7230 or email 
ngonzalez@azgfd.gov.  

  

 

  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars? We 
hold the state’s wildlife in trust for the public without a dime from Arizona taxpayers.  

  
   

  
  

  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 
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