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Arizona’s bald eagles expand breeding sites in 2017  
  

 

  
PHOENIX — Arizona’s bald eagle population continues to soar as the number of 
breeding areas expanded statewide and a record 82 young hatched during the 
2017 breeding season, according to an annual Arizona Game and Fish 
Department survey. 
 
While the number of hatchlings rose from the previous high of 79 in 2016, the 
number of young that actually fledged dipped slightly to 63 birds that made the 
important milestone of their first flight. In Arizona, at least 95 eggs were laid, 
which was slightly less than the 97 laid in 2016, and a record 85 breeding areas 
were identified, including two new areas. 
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“We continue to see phenomenal growth of Arizona’s bald eagle population,” 
said Kenneth Jacobson, AZGFD bald eagle management coordinator. “An 
increase in breeding areas and increasing numbers of hatchlings is a testament 
to the resiliency of these magnificent animals and our ongoing efforts to help 
recover bald eagles in Arizona.” 
 
Arizona’s bald eagle populations have flourished since 1978, when 11 pairs 
were counted within the state and the species was listed as endangered. Today 
there are an estimated 67 adult breeding pairs. 
 
Bald eagles in Arizona were removed from the federal Endangered Species Act 
in 2011. The department’s conservation efforts contributed to the species 
recovery. Nationally, the birds remain protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act. 
 
The impressive growth of the population is attributed to the continued efforts of 
the Southwestern Bald Eagle Management Committee – a coalition of AZGFD 
and 25 other government agencies, private organizations and Native American 
tribes – and its years of cooperative conservation efforts, including extensive 
monitoring by the nationally-awarded Bald Eagle Nestwatch Program. 
 
The breeding season for bald eagles in Arizona runs from December through 
June, although eagle pairs at higher elevations nest later than those in the rest 
of the state. 
 
Continued support from the committee, State Wildlife Grants and the Heritage 
Fund (Arizona Lottery ticket sales), will help ensure that Arizona’s bald eagles 
continue to thrive. 
 
For more information on bald eagles in Arizona, visit www.azgfd.gov (click on 
“wildlife”) or www.swbemc.org. 

-30- 
. 

  
  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars. We 
hold the state’s wildlife in trust for the public without a dime from Arizona taxpayers.  
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  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 
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