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2016 Mexican wolf population survey reveals 
gains for experimental population 

  

 

  
ALBUQUERQUE – The Mexican wolf Interagency Field Team (IFT) 
completed the annual year-end population survey, documenting a 
minimum of 113 Mexican wolves in the wild in Arizona and New 
Mexico at the end of 2016.  This compares with a minimum of 97 wild 
wolves in 2015. 
 
“We are encouraged by these numbers, but these 2016 results 
demonstrate we are still not out of the woods with this experimental 
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population and its anticipated contribution to Mexican wolf recovery,” 
said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Southwest Regional Director 
Benjamin Tuggle. “Our goal is to achieve an average annual growth 
rate of 10 percent in the Mexican wolf population.  Although there was 
a one-year population decline in 2015, due in part to a high level of 
mortality and a lower pup survival rate, there are now more Mexican 
wolves in the wild in New Mexico and Arizona. The Service and our 
partners remain focused and committed to making this experimental 
population genetically healthy and robust so that it can contribute to 
recovery of the Mexican wolf in the future. We all understand the 
challenges we face as we try to increase the wild population of this 
endangered species." 
 
In the spring of 2016, the IFT successfully fostered six genetically 
diverse pups from the captive breeding program into similarly aged 
litters of established packs in the wild. Cross-fostering was first 
implemented in 2014 when a male and female pup were placed in the 
Dark Canyon pack’s den in New Mexico.  Last summer, the IFT 
observed that cross-fostered male disperse from his pack and is 
traveling with a female wolf. The IFT also confirmed the cross-fostered 
female is now the breeding female in the Leopold pack.   
 
“The population is showing an increase in wild-born wolves and we 
expect the growth rates observed this year to continue into the future,” 
said Jim deVos, Assistant Director of Wildlife Management for the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department. “The success of this program is 
due to our on-the-ground partnerships.  We have every reason to 
believe that our efforts at reintroduction will continue to be successful.” 
 
The results of the survey reflect the end-of-year minimum 
experimental population for 2016. Results come from population data 
collected by the IFT on the ground from November through December 
of 2016, as well as from an aerial survey conducted in January and 
February 2017. This number is considered a minimum number of 
Mexican wolves known to exist in the wild in Arizona and New Mexico; 
other Mexican wolves may be present. 
 
The aerial survey was conducted by fixed-wing aircraft and helicopter. 
Biologists used radio telemetry and actual sightings of wolves to help 



determine the count. 
 
The results from the aerial survey, coupled with the ground survey 
conducted by the IFT, confirmed: 

• There are a total of 21 packs, with a minimum of 50 wolves in 
New Mexico and 63 wolves in Arizona. 

• The 2016 minimum population count includes 50 wildborn pups 
that survived through the end of the year compared to 23 pups 
surviving in 2015.   

• Six wolf pups were cross-fostered in 2016. Three are known to 
be alive, one of which is radio collared. 

There were 13 documented Mexican wolf mortalities in 2016.  Two 
mortalities occurred during last year’s count and 11 are under 
investigation by the Service’s Office of Law Enforcement in an effort to 
determine cause of death.  If available, more information will be 
provided in the 2016 annual report. 
 
The Mexican wolf is the rarest subspecies of gray wolf in North 
America. Once common throughout portions of the southwestern 
United States and Mexico, it was all but eliminated from the wild by the 
1970s. In 1977, the Service initiated efforts to conserve the species by 
developing a bi-national captive breeding program with seven Mexican 
wolves. In 1998, Mexican wolves were released to the wild for the first 
time in Arizona and New Mexico within the Mexican Wolf Experimental 
Population Area. 
 
The Mexican wolf recovery program is a partnership between the 
Service, Arizona Game and Fish Department, White Mountain Apache 
Tribe, USDA Forest Service and USDA Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service – Wildlife Services, and several participating 
counties. 
 
For more information on the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Program, 
visit 
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/mexicanwolf/ or 
www.azgfd.gov/wolf. 
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Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars? We 
hold the state’s wildlife in trust for the public without a dime from Arizona taxpayers. 
https://azgfdportal.az.gov/Agency/Funds 

  
   

  
  

  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that 
they have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 

  

  

  
Arizona Game & Fish Dept. · 5000 W. Carefree Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85086 

(602) 942-3000 · www.azgfd.gov 
  

         
  

  
 

 
 

 

                      
                      
                      
                      
 

https://azgfdportal.az.gov/Agency/Funds
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVb4-2FsCDYjV7wDPIq-2BGSQAp8-3D_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjNRkickrPMiIkyrcRQlsyLI-2Bvpyd4pZvD-2B8EgJho-2FhixFIKaG-2F7R9-2FkOwK4T-2Fh-2B2sJI8NGP6o2sCgQZBzig9vfkZBfPN-2FNf-2BseQAFpNJtNIdtl6ej47HUPQfUvem4YPgYfpbP9FsPxvhCmrJhHEUn7F6n6wsdz7CI-2B7Xu2nVdbJJq2mzGzlPHBWUmtC1anxjPilu9YbEyp-2FIdn-2FRZJsaes-2FWmS-2BNXj-2F08qkx-2BmIP9utEy0ue3fjaAbd2PB9irT5rvH9zhOFEfBDecKJYK5S6cUiQ-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVa50X1PnwDNfKCQFkFLWlXOFyEUof49FcVFDc0h3kO5p_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjNRkickrPMiIkyrcRQlsyLI-2Bvpyd4pZvD-2B8EgJho-2FhixFIKaG-2F7R9-2FkOwK4T-2Fh-2B2sJI8NGP6o2sCgQZBzig9vfkVDfekpgJ5KXTBRUF-2BJCQRlNbENRiTb1Ecrha6QUF7TiGfGaGybwhOY3L8grwHxU1Anws7Ntob-2FW-2FLjPduQAti-2FImdhnzbLNospl12oCH8xQraTymyS9Lo6GYQ3lIpwzNwQUStDcewagFWu6eFj53tgLg9aX9u6WinY-2BbPgW0h4V5v-2BOzP8s-2F6OFws2Zc96Xjg-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVd-2F-2Fr76-2B2-2FxYAuHAaEzU39d3eW1h7KNyM6p7Zf-2FPFcSK_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjNRkickrPMiIkyrcRQlsyLI-2Bvpyd4pZvD-2B8EgJho-2FhixFIKaG-2F7R9-2FkOwK4T-2Fh-2B2sJI8NGP6o2sCgQZBzig9vfkXw72-2Bdib9z5Gl-2Bk3L5kHalkesHDQaGuVpoQhUQtjv2tcwdqVW3BdmW5DZga5-2Bs-2FgSyt301c76ullc0NWD937ekMBII-2FOhzrF-2BGvG-2FpjeDy86fNjf4As-2Bh2L3ZEcncX1tFdjarsf55Dfw3SICR13hG4Jra-2BUOM9r7g5c4xq2TwhiILuQV-2BYb0pbQCfww3JethA-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVYqe83pILiF4PeDBcGTqSMOVL5GGt1TiKil4p65VmNIj_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjNRkickrPMiIkyrcRQlsyLI-2Bvpyd4pZvD-2B8EgJho-2FhixFIKaG-2F7R9-2FkOwK4T-2Fh-2B2sJI8NGP6o2sCgQZBzig9vfkRv9FFSua5JSI6KD3A1Yt5sEuhi2CebUWfMVLGdGL8d8Za11bxQJ978StTqj80U5FLTBHOm9iyS8pjVvdSfP2RZ-2BGTCD29m9yj3IvZ8giUMY2tvofRkXcv5QJ1Ts5UM-2FqsIbcLGzno8od1ZJW7tzpiG8Ekn8Mqfg8Mhk5a-2FfPcoIfblKava7hlJHdAjy5Pj5uQ-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVUy6QYvmD9qXx3NFesVywYXm-2BiAhsySVkcemCE-2BwKAwX_hdmIApWqcH2TYlNLgwXjgRTIKzdWF4hj43BuSgXcJfuNn6tuFgxnG028G-2BYBtC2OeLTHYRdLydHb4509FGEtVKZ76cDx-2Fm339j2keiII49MjFBxp963rXZKbt1Yo3P24xcvCHXU6MYUypyyqnJg2JfCKLVoJeI49BzsXTxe-2BIFH6ssspkr4lfv3Q7dcbCHjNRkickrPMiIkyrcRQlsyLI-2Bvpyd4pZvD-2B8EgJho-2FhixFIKaG-2F7R9-2FkOwK4T-2Fh-2B2sJI8NGP6o2sCgQZBzig9vfkamrxPPdKz-2F7hBDSJ9phfj-2FI7lIDXkaiXyhh-2BnAvjRt-2Bd-2FQo2hAFhjy8j94VUHZrvX9bOPTODXbiSKy-2FHoaxvMindYeeTXb92CJR-2FFzoqj-2FoGJDAThjl6ttyBzehkJDQAFYVbnNjmol1UWdath0itJ5IgYWqxnukelDsyFitr9ljN62Wf79eq7ldM-2B-2FYDbWEVg-3D-3D

