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Wolf pup introduced into foster pack in 2014
gives birth to wild-born young

A Mexican wolf walks through the snow. A recent genetic test of a male wolf revealed that it is
the offspring of a previous wolf pup placed into a foster pack in 2014.

PHOENIX — Biologists with the Mexican Wolf Interagency Field Team (IFT)
recently learned a fostered wolf pup introduced to a pack in 2014 has produced
a wild offspring of her own.

In a critical breakthrough in Mexican wolf management, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service recently reported that a genetic test of male 1561 revealed that it
is the offspring of male 1293 and female 1346. The female was one of two pups
fostered into the den of the Dark Canyon Pack in New Mexico in 2014.
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“We now have proof that a fostered pup not only survived to adulthood, but that
it is reproducing and contributing genetically important young into the wild,” said
Jim deVos, assistant director of wildlife management for the Arizona Game and
Fish Department. “This is fantastic news for the program and demonstrates that
fostering Mexican wolves so they grow up wild is effective and provides a critical

step forward for wolf recovery.”

The Arizona Game and Fish Commission and department support this fostering
technique that introduces very young pups from captivity and places them into a
wild-born litter of the same age. The pups are then raised in the wild rather than
captivity.

Critics of the commission’s decision to restrict releases in Arizona solely to
fostering pups argued that until these pups reproduce there would be no genetic

rescue.

“One of the key challenges to recovery of the Mexican wolf is long-term genetic
management given that all Mexican wolves alive today originated from a founder
population of only seven animals,” deVos said. “This approach has been used in
genetic management of other species but until this month was unproven for

Mexican wolves,” said deVos.

The Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project is a collaborative effort of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Arizona Game and Fish Department, White Mountain
Apache Tribe, USDA Forest Service, USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection

Service — Wildlife Services, and several participating counties in Arizona.

Did you know?

Arizona hunting and fishing licenses are a great value. You can get combination hunting and
fishing licenses for a family of four for less than the price of one night in a motel. Great
Outdoors, Great Value! https://www.azgfd.com/License

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that
they have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s
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