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AZGFD: Applications
accepted to adopt a desert tortoise

.

PHOENIX — Approximately 50 desert tortoises will soon awaken from their
winter slumber and the Arizona Game and Fish Tortoise Adoption program will
be once again be looking for good adoptive homes. There is no charge to adopt
a tortoise.

The desert tortoises up for adoption are a wide range of ages and sizes. AZGFD
is accepting applications for those willing to provide a special home. Adoption
application packets and general information can be found at
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www.azgfd.gov/tortoise.

Adopters need to have a securely enclosed yard or separate enclosure in their
yard, free from potential hazards such as a dog, fire pit or unfenced pool. The
enclosed area must include an appropriate shelter for the tortoise to escape
Arizona’s extreme summer and winter temperatures.

All of the desert tortoises eligible for adoption will be given health checkups
before going to their new homes. Tortoises are only available for adoption to
residents living within the species’ native range, which includes the Phoenix,
Bullhead City, Kingman, Prescott, Lake Havasu, Tucson and Yuma areas.

Desert tortoises offer a unique alternative to more traditional family pets and can
teach many of the same life lessons to children, including responsibility,
compassion and commitment. Contrary to many assumptions, desert tortoises
can be interactive and provide companionship without as many demands as a
cat or dog.

Did you know?
The Arizona Game and Fish Department receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars? We
hold the state’s wildlife in trust for the public without a dime from Arizona taxpayers.

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s
Office as listed above.
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