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AZGFD seizes deer, bobcat and javelina, 
advises public to leave baby wildlife alone 

  
  

TUCSON, Ariz. – The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) has 
seized a deer, bobcat and javelina since June 2 that were illegally taken 
captive while young by Tucson area residents and reared as pets. 
 
The mule deer buck was taken to the AZGFD Wildlife Center in Phoenix for 
treatment, and then will go to Bearizona in Williams. The bobcat was placed 
at the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum, and the javelina moved to the 
Southwest Wildlife Conservation Center in Scottsdale. 
 
Taking captive and holding young wildlife is illegal take of wildlife, and illegal 
possession of restricted wildlife, in addition to being a public safety hazard. 
Circumstances warranted issuing only warnings in these cases. 
 
"In the majority of cases, it is best to leave all baby wildlife alone. People’s 
desire to help seemingly abandoned animals can have unintended negative 
consequences," said Regional Supervisor Raul Vega of Game and Fish in 
Tucson. "Although it seems humane to ’help’ or ’rescue’ baby animals 
perceived to be in need, wildlife reared in captivity by humans -- without the 
benefit of learning from their parents -- have a greatly reduced chance of 
survival if they are released back into the wild.” 
 
In most instances, baby mammals should be left in place, untouched, unless 
obviously injured. Although they may appear orphaned, baby mammals are 
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typically left alone by their mother for long periods of time while she forages 
for food and water. 
 
Baby mammals that are immobile and at immediate risk of injury can be 
moved, if necessary, to a safe location nearby that provides appropriate 
cover. The mother will likely find the relocated baby by smell or hearing and 
continue to provide care, provided that people and pets stay away. 
 
If a well-meaning person separates a baby mammal from its mother, it may 
result in euthanizing the animal unless a zoo or shelter can take it. Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) in deer further complicates the issue, as a 
possessed fawn is suspect because Game and Fish cannot verify that the 
animal is not from a state where the disease occurs. 
 
CWD, similar to Mad Cow Disease, is a fatal neurological condition. There 
have been no cases in Arizona, but there have been in nearby states. For 
more information, the public can 
visit http://www.azgfd.gov/w_c/urban_injured_sick.shtml for more tips and a 
list of licensed wildlife rehabilitators in Arizona. 

  
  

  
Did you know? 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department receives NO Arizona general fund tax dollars? We 
hold the state’s wildlife in trust for the public without a dime from Arizona taxpayers. 
https://azgfdportal.az.gov/Agency/Funds 

  
   

  
  

  The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, 
national origin, age, religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they 
have been discriminated against in any of the AZGFD’s programs or activities, including its 
employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the 
Director’s Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000, (602) 942-3000, or with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg 
Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with a disability may request a 
reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the Director’s 
Office as listed above. 

  

  

  
Arizona Game & Fish Dept. · 5000 W. Carefree Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85086 

(602) 942-3000 · www.azgfd.gov 
  

         
  

  
 

http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=nwUjRqdRFnzb84kIkg7-2BhSURw5zeqyz4YDMfqASRt1-2FtZMIXO1ELBhM4gwGLhqWkRbdkynViBVbG7Dlp9Ge5dA-3D-3D_lzbZnamZsDrHoRv14ed4RcevaimuQpGk5-2BDCfialsZG8tsmnVWO7VDwnj88oMttyfElXu1cJLAj79vfxOXOYAjS7FYa-2F-2Bk-2BLgUdDYlYVGttJdgPUY87gcANuwrdkCMR-2Fak2GJ0Y-2FTqtra3hBfn7S4eaqUT099TUfdZc7-2BirINOzZT9E1ALQNot9m1bXyNQ-2B5KhoTw-2B8qkbyHFYT9nAA013AumG4HImIywHwMwjTFIu-2BFzfeFehZZO1C5xmrEWRlbBWNmOn5FiEsq4u3hZsHFAPD-2ByWyCgBOiHo7fjYQ2-2FmRvo9SBYvFW7jg-2F63DV9avb9qi9CHW0i7jwdrkmDuktE6p863ZKynGkzPttzzwNonsCrBSs91Uw5GCB4Mbmt-2FU3-2BfoLHd32a-2BRoOAiYAKia7O6zfqvv9J7OlRQykTOo5t-2B4V179ZZ-2Fg6Yg0Z2gnO05QU0HQiY04uy2enrQWecoVxA-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVe7L3wYakvKQK1BmZRySO9NlhIAuLKrdI-2FX1rltP7swP_lzbZnamZsDrHoRv14ed4RcevaimuQpGk5-2BDCfialsZG8tsmnVWO7VDwnj88oMttyfElXu1cJLAj79vfxOXOYAjS7FYa-2F-2Bk-2BLgUdDYlYVGttJdgPUY87gcANuwrdkCMR-2Fak2GJ0Y-2FTqtra3hBfn7S4eaqUT099TUfdZc7-2BirINOzZT9E1ALQNot9m1bXyNQ-2B5KhoTw-2B8qkbyHFYT9nAA013AumG4HImIywHwMwjTFIu-2BFzfeFehZZO1C5xmrEWRlbBWNmOn5FiEsq4u3hZsHFAG40o4DIrLirXkRnovyHsTGCxosS1taX2c9FbwJmUter0Rbq2cppjRwSfgAhl4CmgXyTLd61D3kZWwOYDgmJM6DLojhQOZK1vS-2FTUTLGt-2Bd4O9973wlKtF8IJRwa4zBW43AznFVoXB5ClAu-2BowwIZLlIoaFA0dBR0BvlF4f6r-2Fuh3iuDJ6ooPe3PMLcCfqfPpg-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=gnpZbt3IUEoS7-2BNY3DSAVb4-2FsCDYjV7wDPIq-2BGSQAp8-3D_lzbZnamZsDrHoRv14ed4RcevaimuQpGk5-2BDCfialsZG8tsmnVWO7VDwnj88oMttyfElXu1cJLAj79vfxOXOYAjS7FYa-2F-2Bk-2BLgUdDYlYVGttJdgPUY87gcANuwrdkCMR-2Fak2GJ0Y-2FTqtra3hBfn7S4eaqUT099TUfdZc7-2BirINOzZT9E1ALQNot9m1bXyNQ-2B5KhoTw-2B8qkbyHFYT9nAA013AumG4HImIywHwMwjTFIu-2BFzfeFehZZO1C5xmrEWRlbBWNmOn5FiEsq4u3hZsHFALYKGUEeIUTCAKrezxG9p7qKOfSiqYynC-2Bfk5nub-2Baf2pCPEa2P28GFiB4r-2BNJOL1CN7IiWntgOj9t6a-2FOjGq0ZpvbGV1lYxDjEqqA7UsCQYldWPU4pm-2FZx4RITShXkQrkbGEe4fLPsojjv56C7OV8nIgPtQ4FyA8ihkilARqAgw2ARG-2B8bt6NVWCwQLtjewxQ-3D-3D


 

 
 

 

                      
                      
                      
                      
 


